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WHAT  IS  PPTN? 

PPTN  is  the  Pennsylvania 
Public  Television  Network. 
Its  operations  center  is 
located  in  Hershey.  The 
seven  independent  stations 
that  constitute  the  Net- 
work are: 

WtVT-TV 
Channel  39 

South  Mbtintain  Drive  West 
Bethlehem,  PA  18015 

WQLN-TV 
Channel  54  * 

8425  Peach  Street 
Erie,  PA  16509 

WITF-TV 
Channel  33 
Box  Z 

Hershey,  PA  17033 

WHYY-TV 
Channel  12 

Independence  Mall  West 
150  North  6th  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19106 

WQED-TV 
Channel  13 
4802  Fifth  Avenue 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15213 

WVIA-TV 
Channel  44 
Old  Boston  Read 
Pittston,  PA  18640 

WPSX-TV 
Channel  3 
Wagner  Annex 
University  Park,  PA  16802 


In  1967,  a 15-nnennber  Committee  on 
Public  Television  studied  public  broad- 
casting in  Pennsylvania.  Their  recom- 
mendations resulted  in  the  creation 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Network  Commission  the  following 
year. 

The  Commission  was  mandated  by 
law  to  set  priorities,  determine  poli- 
cies, and  encourage  the  creation  of  a 
dynamic,  free,  and  effective  public 
television  service  for  the  citizens  of 
the  Commonwealth.  To  help  meet  its 
mandate,  the  Commission  established 
the  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Network  (PPTN)  in  1969. 

PPTN  was  designed  not  only  to  link 
the  seven  stations  via  the  microwave 
interconnect,  but  also  to  aid  them  in 
building  and  supporting  a strong  state- 
wide system.  In  addition,  the  Network 
was  to  insure  a variety  of  distinctive 
programming  that  would  meet  the 
public’s  needs. 

The  Pennsylvania  Public  Television 
Network  is  mandated  to: 

• Interconnect  all  public  television 
stations  serving  Pennsylvania. 

• Distribute  instructional  and  public 
television  programs  to  the  member 
stations. 

• Promote  public  awareness  of  pub- 
lic television  in  Pennsylvania. 

• Conduct  research  and  training  ac- 
tivities in  matters  relating  to  public 
broadcasting. 

• Make  grants  to  the  member  sta- 
tions to  aid  in  the  improvement  of 
their  operations,  programming  and 
capital  facilities. 


HOW  AND  WHY 
WAS  PPTN 
ESTABLISHED? 


WHAT  DOES 
PPTN  DO? 


Former  Pennsyl- 
vania Governor 
Raymond  Shafer 
signs  Act  329  into 
law  which  estab- 
lished the  Pennsyl- 
vania Public 
Television  Network. 


(Top)  Economist 
Milton  Friedman 
hosts  the  WQLN 
series  Free  to 
Choose. 

(Right)  The  22- 
member  PPTN  Com- 
mission meets 
quarterly.  From  left 
to  right:  Commis- 
sion Chairman  Philip 
I.  Berman,  WLVT 
General  Manager 
Sheldon  P.  Siegel, 
and  PPTN  Director 
of  Program  Opera- 
tions G.  Robert 
Gibson. 
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• Insure  the  diversity  of  program- 
ming. 

• Fund  the  production  of  program- 
ming of  particular  interest  to  Penn- 
sylvanians. 

PPTN  is  governed  by  a Commission 
of  22  members,  representing  all  walks 
of  life  to  insure  diversity  and  equai 
representation  of  interests.  The  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  appoints  six  members.  In 
addition  to  designating  a chairman  of 
the  Commission,  the  Governor  also 
appoints  two  members  representing 
private  and  public  education. 

Ex  officio  members  are  the  Secre- 
tary of  Education,  the  chairman  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Council  on  the  Arts,  the 
chairman  of  the  Network  Operations 
Committee,  and  a member  from  each 
of  the  seven  governing  boards  of  the 
member  stations.  Also,  the  President 
Pro  Tempore  of  the  Senate,  the  Minor- 
ity Leader  of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House,  and  the  Minority  Leader 
of  the  House  each  appoint  a Senator 
or  Representative  from  their  respec- 
tive chambers  to  provide  minority  and 
majority  party  representation. 

The  PPTN  Commission  has  three 
standing  committees  that  advise  on 
matters  relating  to  policy,  planning, 
and  performance.  They  are  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  the  Budget  and  Fi- 
nance Committee,  and  the  Network 
Operations  Committee  (NOC). 

The  Executive  Committee  consists 
of  the  chairman  and  vice  chairman  of 
the  Commission,  the  chairmen  of  the 
other  two  standing  committees,  and 
three  other  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  chairman  on  an  annual  basis. 
The  Executive  Committee  conducts 
the  business  of  the  Commission  in  the 
interval  between  commission  meet- 
ings, or  at  meetings  when  no  quorum 
is  present.  This  committee  also  serves 
as  the  Commission’s  personnel  com- 
mittee. 

The  Budget  and  Finance  Commit- 
tee consists  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Commission,  the  chairman  of  the 
NOC,  and  five  other  commissioners 
appointed  on  an  annual  basis.  This 
committee  is  responsible  for  prepar- 
ing the  budget,  formulating  any  neces- 
sary responses  to  audit  reports,  and 
making  recommendations  on  equip- 


HOW  IS  PPTN 
GOVERNED? 


HOW  IS  PPTN 
FUNDED? 


ment  and  facilities,  planning,  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  network. 

The  Network  Operations  Commit- 
tee makes  recommendations  to  the 
other  committees  and  the  Commis- 
sion on  policy  and  procedural  matters. 
The  NOC  also  implements  Commis- 
sion policies  and  directives  in  han- 
dling the  operational  problems  of 
public  television  and  the  network 
system. 

The  NOC  consists  of  the  general 
managers  from  each  of  the  seven  pub- 
lic television  stations  serving  Penn- 
sylvania, one  representative  desig- 
nated by  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Education,  and  the  general  man- 
ager of  PPTN. 

Also,  subcommittees  dealing  with 
programming,  promotion,  technical 
operations,  audience  research,  in- 
structional television,  and  higher  edu- 
cation are  maintained  on  a regular 
basis  to  advise  the  Commission. 


PPTN  is  an  independent  commission 
of  the  state.  As  part  of  the  state  gov- 
ernment system,  the  Commission  is 
required  to  submit  budget  proposals 
to  the  Governor’s  Cffice  of  Budget 
and  Administration  for  the  upcoming 
fiscal  year.  The  Governor’s  Budget  is 
then  submitted  to  the  legislature  for 
their  approval.  The  Commission,  along 
with  every  other  state  agency,  must 
testify  before  the  House  and  Senate 
Appropriations  Committees  for  the 
upcoming  fiscal  year  appropriation. 

The  Commonwealth  appropriation 
to  the  Commission  is  divided  into  an 
operating  fund  and  a programming 
fund.  The  operating  fund  provides 
support  for  the  stations  in  the  form  of 
grants,  which  are  made  to  each  of  the 
stations  for  capital  facilities,  leasing 
and  buying  equipment,  operating  ex- 
penses, and  for  training  minorities 
and  women.  The  operating  fund  is 
also  the  source  of  support  for  the  Net- 
work Cperations  Center  in  Hershey. 
This  includes  maintenance  of  the 
microwave  delivery  system  and  tech- 
nical equipment. 

The  programming  fund  provides 
grants  to  stations  for  acquisition  of 
programs,  and  for  community  utiliza- 
tion. The  programming  fund  is  also 
the  source  of  support  for  PPTN  state- 


PPTN  member 
stations  produce 
programs  such 
as  Once  Upon  a 
Classic  (top  left), 
Mister  Rogers’ 
Neighborhood  (top 
right),  and  TV 
Quarterbacks 
(bottom  left). 


HOW  DOES  IT 
ALL  WORK? 


wide  programming,  for  audience  re- 
search, and  for  statewide  promotion 
and  community  service. 

Entire  funding  for  public  television 
in  Pennsylvania  comes  from  several 
sources,  with  the  Commonwealth  ap- 
propriation to  PPTN  providing  one- 
third  of  the  total.  The  remaining  two- 
thirds  is  provided  by  viewer  and  cor- 
porate contributions;  TV  auctions; 
school  district,  college  and  university 
contributions;  local  government  allo- 
cations; and  federal  funds  which  are 
distributed  through  the  Corporation 
for  Public  Broadcasting,  the  Public 
Broadcasting  Service,  and  HEW. 


PPTN  member  stations  are  linked  to 
the  Network  Operations  Center  in 
Hershey  by  a 1600-mile  microwave 
system.  Through  this  system,  the 
Operations  Center  can  send  and  re- 
ceive programs  to  and  from  the  seven 
geographically  scattered  stations.  By 
using  this  very  flexible  system,  pro- 
grams may  originate  at  the  Center 
and  be  sent  to  all  stations  or  to  se- 
lected groups  of  stations;  stations 
may  originate  programs  and  send 
them  to  one  or  to  all  of  the  other  mem- 
ber stations;  and  several  stations  may 
be  combined  to  originate  a single  pro- 
gram. This  statewide  broadcasting 
capability  makes  PPTN  the  only  state- 
wide broadcasting  medium  in  Penn- 
sylvania that  can  reach  all  viewers 
simultaneously  with  the  same  infor- 
mation. 

As  members  of  the  Public  Broad- 
casting Service  (PBS),  PPTN  stations 
are  part  of  a nationwide  satellite  inter- 
connection which  links  280  public 
television  stations  throughout  the 
country. 

In  addition  to  providing  Pennsyl- 
vania programming  to  the  stations, 
the  Operations  Center  records  and 
stores  most  of  the  incoming  programs 
from  PBS  and  from  the  regional  pub- 
lic television  network.  Eastern  Edu- 
cational Network  (EEN),  for  stations 
to  use  at  their  discretion.  The  option 
of  delayed  feeds  gives  the  stations  a 
unique  advantage  by  allowing  broad- 
cast at  a time  particularly  suitable  to 
their  local  audience.  PPTN’s  micro- 
wave  system,  through  interconnec- 
tion with  EEN,  also  allows  programs 


PLEASE  NOTE 


Under  the  section.  How  is  PPTN 
Funded?,  the  last  paragraph  should 
state  that,  "Entire  funding  for  public 
television  in  Pennsylvania  comes 
from  several  sources,  with  the 
Commonwealth  appropriation  to 
PPTN  providing  twenty-two  percent 
of  the  total.  The  remaining  seventy- 
eight  percent  is  provided  by  viewer 
and  corporate  contributions;  TV 
auctions;  school  district,  college  and 
university  contributions;  local 
government  allocations;  and  federal 
grants,  which  are  distributed  by  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting 
and  the  National  Telecommunications 
and  Information  Administration. " 
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(Top  left)  John 
Grant  hosts  Penn- 
sylvania, a weekly 
PPTN-funded 
program,  (middle 
right)  Eugene 
Ormandy  leads  the 
Philadelphia 
Orchestra  on 
WHYY’s  Ormandy 
and  His  Orchestra, 
(left)  the  Network 
Operations  Center 
control  room. 
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WASHINGTON 
WEEK  IN  REVIEW 


SESAME  STREET 


THE  DICK  CAVETT  SHOW 


ri)nce 


Students  from 
kindergarten 
through  twelfth 
grade  view  instruc 
t ion  a I programs 
in  the  classroom. 


to  be  sent  to  the  regional  and  national 
systems,  providing  Pennsylvania  with 
a greater  ability  to  contribute  to  the 
nationwide  public  television  effort. 


There  are  four  types  of  programs  that 
are  distributed  through  the  PPTN  sys- 
tem. They  are: 

•STATEWIDE  PROGRAMMING  — 
These  are  programs  produced  by 
PPTN  member  stations,  through  a 
grant  from  PPTN.  They  are  distrib- 
uted statewide  by  PPTN,  via  the 
microwave  interconnect  and  are 
only  broadcast  on  the  seven  mem- 
ber stations. 

• INSTRUCTIONAL  TELEVISION 
(ITV)  PROGRAMMING— These  pro- 
grams originate  from  a variety  of 
sources.  They  are  usually  15-20 
minutes  in  length  and  cover  sub- 
jects from  language  arts  to  mathe- 
matics. PPTN,  through  the  micro- 
wave  interconnect,  distributes  ITV 
programs  to  the  seven  member 
stations  Monday  through  Friday 
during  school  hours.  The  member 
stations  coordinate  with  their  local 
school  districts  to  provide  ITV  to 
Pennsylvania  students  from  kin- 
dergarten to  twelfth  grade. 

•NATIONAL  PROGRAMMING  — 
These  are  programs  that  are  pro- 
duced by  other  PBS  stations,  in- 
cluding the  seven  in  Pennsylvania, 
and/or  independent  producers. 
They  are  initially  fed  from  PBS  by 
satellite  and  then  redistributed,  on 
a delayed  basis,  via  the  PPTN 
microwave  interconnect  system  to 
the  seven  member  stations. 

• LOCAL  PROGRAMMING— These 
are  programs  that  are  produced  by 
each  of  the  local  stations  to  air  in 
their  specific  markets.  They  are 
tailored  to  suit  the  needs  of  each 
station’s  own  community.  When 
a local  program  has  statewide  in- 
terest or  impact,  they  are  offered 
through  the  PPTN  microwave  inter- 
connect to  other  member  stations. 


PROGRAMS: 
WHERE  DO  THEY 
COME  FROM? 
WHERE  DO  THEY 
GO? 


Both  PPTN  and  the  member  stations 
are  committed  to  providing  the  best 
possible  public  television  service  to 
the  Commonwealth.  To  ensure  that 
the  public’s  needs  are  fulfilled,  fre- 
quent research  projects  are  under- 
taken. 


HOW  DOES  PPTN 
KNOW  WHAT 
PENNSYLVANIANS 
WANT  FROM 
PUBLIC 
TELEVISION? 


The  stations  are  required  by  the 
Federal  Communications  Commis- 
sion to  conduct  audience  ascertain- 
ment surveys  in  their  local  markets  on 
a regular  basis.  In  addition  to  supply- 
ing useful  data  to  the  stations  for 
their  programming  decisions,  these 
surveys  let  PPTN  know  how  well  it  is 
meeting  the  obligations  of  its  legal 
mandate. 

On  the  network  level,  PPTN  con- 
ducted its  own  ascertainment  project 
to  find  out  what  program  services  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  wanted  most. 
The  project  included  statewide  inter- 
views with  community  leaders,  tele- 
vised testimonies  of  Pennsylvania 
residents,  and  written  responses  by 
Commonwealth  citizens  to  a news- 
paper survey.  The  completed  study 
identified  eight  specific  programming 
needs  determined  by  public  response. 
They  became  PPTN’s  mandates,  and 
are  constantly  used  by  the  stations  as 
the  basis  for  their  programming  deci- 
sions. The  eight  specific  needs  are: 

• A forum  for  public  debate 

• A forum  for  the  lively  arts 

• To  serve  young  people  and  their 
world 

• To  know  how  government  works 

• To  receive  health  care  information 

• Adult  education  for  credit  and  fun 

• To  know  and  understand  Pennsyl- 
vania’s many  faces 

• To  hear  public  officials  speak  and 
the  opposition  respond 

But,  learning  what  people  wanted 
to  see  was  only  the  first  step.  PPTN 
also  wanted  to  know  more  about  the 
public  television  audience  in  the  Com- 
monwealth to  identify  and  understand 
its  programming  strengths  and  weak- 
nesses. Since  1976,  the  network  has 
worked  in  conjunction  with  The  Penn- 
sylvania State  University  to  answer 
questions  about  audience  size,  demo- 
graphics and  viewing  habits.  A team 
of  Penn  State  researchers  uses  the 
audience  data  as  a decision-making 
tool  and  to  determine  long-range 
trends  for  the  size  and  demographics 
of  the  statewide  audience.  Through 
workshops,  dissemination  of  the  col- 
lected data,  and  consultations  with 
the  stations,  public  television  person- 
nel become  more  familiar  with  the  ter- 


PPTN  member 
stations  have 
produced  pro- 
grams on  health 
care,  children’s  ; 
fare,  adult  * 
education,  public 
affairs,  and  the 
lively  arts. 


pptn 

169  West  Chocolate  Avenue 
Hershey,  Pennsylvania  17033 
(717)  533-6011 


